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state. The President of the United States
and the governor of Massachusetts possess by
legislative act the title Excellency) and the
same title is usually given by courtesy to
governors of other states. In addressing the
President or a governor in writing, or in
speaking of him formally, the form used is,
His Excellency the President of the United
States or His Excellency the Governor of.
Several other important forms follow:
Vice-President of the United States: The
Honorable the Vice-President of the United
States, or The Honorable 	,
Vice-President of the United States.
Cabinet officer: The Honorable the Secre-
tary of State, etc.; The Honorable the Post-
master-general.
Supreme Court, Chief Justice: The Honor-
able 	 Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States.
Associate justices of the Supreme Court,
superior court justices, lieutenant-governors
of states, mayors of cities and Senators and
Representatives of the United States and of
the several states are also addressed as The
Honorable.
Archbishops: The Most Reverend	,
Archbishop of ........
Cardinals: His Eminence	, Cardinal
Archbishop of 	
Roman Catholic or Episcopal bishops: The
Bight Reverend.
Holders of professional degrees are usually
addressed in writing by the abbreviation of
their titles, such as Dr., Prof, and Rev. The
article the should never be used with an
abbreviation; The Reverend 	 is cor-
rect, but The Rev	is incorrect.
The abbreviation Esq., for Esquire, is fre-
quently used in the United States and gen-
erally in Canada and G-reat Britain. When
Esq. follows the name of a person the abbre-
viation Mr. is never used. In Great Britain
the title esquire seems to have been confined
at first to lawyers, country gentlemen with
large estates and to the oldest sons of knights,
but no particular significance is now attached
to its use.
ABE, george (1866- ), an American
humorist, bom at Kentland, Ind. He was
educated at Purdue University and did news-
paper work in Lafayette, Ind., and in Chi-
cago, where he became known for his
sketches of street-life. Among other books,
he published a series of Fables in Slang, re-
markable for their wit and knowledge of
human failings. Of his other works, Th«
Sultan of Sulu, Peggy from Paris, The Sho-
ffun and The Fair Co-Ed are light operas,
marked by the same qualities of wit and in-
 sight into human nature; and he has
ited the same characteristics in several pop-
ular comedies, including The College Widow,
The County Chairman, The Slim. Princess
and Knocking the Neighbors. Leave it to
Jane, a musical version of his College
Widow, was successfully produced in 1918.
ADELAIDE, ad'e layd, south austra-
lia, the capital city of the state, is situated
on the Torrens Eiver, seven miles from the
coast and 508 miles northwest of Melbourne.
The Torrens has been enlarged by the dam-
ming of a lake in its vicinity, and is crossed
by a number of beautiful bridges. The most
important buildings are the Parliament
buildings, costing nearly half a million dol-
lars, the town hall, the South Australia In-
stitute, a library and art galleries. The city
also has a beautiful botanical garden and
other parks. It is the see of a Catholic and
an Anglican bishop and contains a large
number of churches. The chief industrial
plants are iron foundries, woolen mills, soap
and starch factories, tanneries and brew-
eries. Lead and copper are mined in the
vicinity, and the city carries on a large trade.
Adelaide was founded in 1836. Population,
1916, including suburbs, 223,718; 1926,
316,865.
Port Adelaide, the port of the city, which
is seven miles distant, has an excellent har-
bor and is the port of call for nearly all
European vessels. Population, 3,386.
ADEN, ah'den or a' den, a seaport town
and territory on the southwest coast of
Arabia, belonging to Great Britain. Occu-
pying an important military position, Aden
is strongly fortified and permanently garri-
soned; it has been called the Gibraltar of
the East. The city is situated in the crater
of an extinct volcano, and is surrounded by
rocky peaks, which attain a height of from
1,000 to 1,775 feet. The harbor is deep and
commodious, and Aden is one of the most
important coaling stations on the route of
vessels passing through the Suez Canal.
Population, 60,000.
Grulf of Aden, an indentation o£ the In-
dian Ocean, on which the town of Aden is
situated. It extends westward between
Arabia and Africa to the Strait of Bab-el-
Mandeb, and is about 550 miles in length,
ADENOIDS, ad'e noydz, the excessive
growth of certain spongy tissues which He
between the back of the nose and the throat
These tissues He in. the passage through

